Why Fight?

The Stars and Stripes: American Propaganda?
“Why Fight?” Article in The Stars and Stripes
A. What is the purpose of this article?

German Propaganda
A. What is the purpose of this article?

B. Who do you think is the intended
audience?

B. Who do you think is the intended
audience?

C. What is the historical context for this
C. What is the historical context for this
article? Look at a) when it was written, and
article? Look at a) when it was written, and
b) where it was found.
b) where it was found.

D. What is the author’s point of view? How
might their background affect what is
written?

D. What is the author’s point of view? How
might their background affect what is
written?

E. Is there a strong balance of facts and
opinions, or do you think these statements
are very biased?

E. Is there a strong balance of facts and
opinions, or do you think these statements
are very biased?

Which piece of propaganda is more effective? Explain your answer.

Battling Interpretations: Scrutinizing Sources to Get at the Truth
Essential questions
1) What was American morale like, and how did this impact the outcome of the Meuse-Argonne
offensive?
2) How trustworthy are military-published descriptions of wartime events? Is an independent media
necessary?
3) How important was American involvement in events like the St. Mihiel offensive, the MeuseArgonne offensive, the battle for Montfaucon Hill, and the armistice to the outcome of the war?
Part I: Blue Book Preface: After skimming through the text with your classmates, jot down answers to
the following questions.
1) What is the purpose of the Blue Book? Why was it written?

2) Who do you think is the intended audience for the Blue Book? What type of people might have
read it?

3) The Blue Book was published in 1938. What was going on at that time that might have affected
perceptions of the United States military or our actions during World War I? What was the
overall foreign policy of the United States at this time?

4) You are going to read excerpts from the Blue Book and from the Stars and Stripes, a military
newspaper, written by soldiers and published during World War I. In what ways do you think
these two texts might differ?

Part II: Complete the following chart based on the sources assigned by your teacher.
Topic:___________________ Source #1: Blue Book
What is the overall tone of
this source?

Why is this source being
written?

What does it define as the
goal of this part of the
battle?

Who does it mention as
playing important roles in
this event?

What is the outcome of this
event?

How does it impact the rest
of the war?

Source #2: The Stars and Stripes

Part III: Using both sources together, answer the following questions.
1) What are some similarities between the two sources?

2) How do the two sources differ? What accounts for the differences between the two sources?

3) Do you find one source more trustworthy than the other? Explain your answer.

4) What was morale like during this event or battle?

5) How important was this event or battle to the outcome of the war?

